
FAQ
Q: Will open-source software run on my 
computer?

A: Open-source software exists for almost 
every kind of computer hardware or operating 
system, including Windows, Linux, and Apple 
computers. Some software is limited to certain 
operating system platforms or hardware.

Q: Is all “free” software open-source? 

A: No, not all software that you don’t have to 
pay for is open-source, but the majority of 
open-source software is almost always free!

Q: How do I find open-source software?

A: If you’re looking to replace a specific 
program, try https://alternative.to. 

Q: Is it safe?

Yes! Established software like Firefox , 
Audacity, GIMP, Krita, Libre Office, and 
Inkscape have been audited by thousands of 
people for security bugs, viruses and other 
vulnerabilities. 

Q: What if I have other questions?

A: That’s where the Linux Users’ Group of 
Davis comes in. Come to one of our meetings, 
or reach out to us online. If you need quicker 
help, we have an irc channel #lugod on 
irc.freenode.net or at 
http://webchat.freenode.net/?
channels=#lugod. 

What is LUGOD?
The Linux Users’ Group of Davis is a non-
profit 501(c)(7) social organization founded in 
1999 with the goal of providing public 
education and advocacy for the Linux 
operating system, open standards, and open-
source software, and to provide support and a 
social network for users. Membership and 
meetings are always free and open to everyone.

LUGOD holds an informal social gathering on 
the first Tuesday of the month, and a general 
meeting every third Monday of the month 
featuring a talk, workshop or demonstration of 
open-source software or a related topic of 
interest. We also offer technical workshops to 
educate users and to help you to get the best 
from your computer software.

Find us on the web at 
https://www.lugod.org 

or visit our Facebook page 
(LinuxUsersGroupOfDavis) for details.

Why Use Free
Open Source

Software?
“Paying isn't wrong, and being paid isn't 
wrong. Trampling other people's freedom and 
community is wrong, so the free software 
movement aims to put an end to it, at least in 
the area of software.”

— Richard Stallman

What is Open Source?
“Open source refers to a computer program in
which the source code is available to the 
general public for use or modification from its 
original design. [It is] meant to be a 
collaborative effort, where programmers 
improve upon the source code and share the 
changes within the community…others may 
then download, modify, and publish their 
version back to the community.”

— Wikipedia

https://alternative.to/
http://webchat.freenode.net/?channels=#lugod
http://webchat.freenode.net/?channels=#lugod


Free in Every Way
Most open-source programs are free as in no 
cost (“free beer!”) to install and use in any way
you like. Under the FLOSS (Free/Libre Open-
Source Software) model proposed by Richard 
Stallman, open-source software source code is 
also free (“free speech”) to study, change and 
redistribute.

This contrasts with closed-source or  
(“proprietary”) software, which is almost 
always controlled by the publisher and cannot 
be changed or redistributed in the same way, 
even after you have paid for it.

Increasingly, publishers are also using closed 
source to gather information on users with 
little or no disclosure. The recent update to 
Windows 10 is just such an example.

Why Choose Open Source?
• You are in charge. You decide how to 

install and use your software on 
whatever device you want. It usually 
means that Windows, Apple, or Linux 
PCs will run it, and you don’t pay for 
multiple licenses to use it.

• You can see everything it does. When 
source code is freely available to 
everyone it can be studied, improved, 
and adapted to your specific needs. 
Nothing is hidden from you, the user. 

• Security is important. For many 
people, using FLOSS products means 
there is much less likelihood that a 
program is spying on the user or 
reporting usage back to the publisher. 

Privacy and security are major 
watchwords in the open-source 
community, and any issues are taken 
seriously and dealt with quickly. 

• It’s often faster to use. Much 
commonly-used software suffers from 
“software bloat” and “feature creep”, 
with newer generations demanding 
more of both the hardware and the user.
Most open-source solutions run faster 
or use fewer resources than the non-
free versions, meaning you don’t need 
the latest and most expensive hardware 
to take advantage of free software.

• There’s community support. Many 
authors of open-source software 
respond quickly to bug reports and 
major support issues. The fact that 
people can examine the code used to 
build a program also means that other 
people can offer detailed support that is
so often not available to users of 
proprietary software.

Is There a Catch?
There’s no catch! Free, open-source software 
really is free, with no strings attached. There is
free, open-source software available for almost
anything you can think of, and new software is 
constantly being developed by hobbyists and 
professionals around the world. Cutting-edge 
features are also being added to many free 
software suites all the time. 

For most personal, business or academic use,  
open-source products are equal or  superior to 
their proprietary counterparts, and are the 
secure, ethical, and privacy-conscious choice. 

For certain specialized professional uses it can 
be hard to find a truly comparable alternative 
to non-free/proprietary software tools. It’s okay
to use the right tool for the right job, but 
understanding the tradeoffs can influence how 
you do business.

What is Linux?
Linux is a free and open-source Unix-like 
operating system kernel first released by Linus 
Torvalds in 1991. It became popular with the 
adoption of the GNU (“Gnu’s Not Unix”) tools
developed by the Free Software Foundation, 
led by Richard Stallman. Some people refer to 
the whole operating system package as 
GNU/Linux as a result.

Many complete versions (“distributions”) of 
GNU/Linux have been developed to take 
advantage of the powerful features and 
flexibility of the GNU/Linux core, each of 
which had a different philosophy on packaging
and installing software to meet the diverse 
needs of a wide range of users in the home, 
office, and industry, all free of charge.

This incredible flexibility of Linux means that 
it currently sees use on billions of devices all 
around the world. The popular Android mobile 
phone operating system uses the Linux kernel.

Linux can also be found on desktop, laptop, 
and tablet computers, professional 
workstations, web servers, e-commerce sites, 
point-of-sale systems and cash registers, home 
automation and security systems, and many 
other everyday digital devices.


